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Dr. Vasily Boitsov. Economic Development of Southeast Asian Coun-
tries and the Problem of their Differentiation.

After Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia joined ASEAN in 
the late 1990s, the Association completed unification of all ASEAN 
countries into a common integration grouping. In this connection, there 
is a question what are the results of ASEAN countries joint development 
under the new conditions, especially their rates of growth, the structure 
of their respective economies, and their place in the world economy and 
so on. It is also important to understand the differentiation of the Associ-
ation country-members, the level of their uniformity and the main trends 
that have manifested themselves lately.
Key words: South-East Asia, economic development, ASEAN 

Dr. Valery Nikolaev. Sanctions against Russia: Australian version.
Australia demonstrated its dependence in imposing sanctions on 

Russia following in the footsteps of the USA and the EU countries ready 
for confrontation with Russia.  Australia has little leverage to really 
damage the economy of Russia. Besides the Australian priorities in na-
tional economy, policy, defense are concentrated not that far from its 
shores but in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Key words: Australia, Russia, sanctions

Dr. Dmitri Mosyakov. The prospects for the Russian-Vietnamese eco-
nomic cooperation.

Nowadays the Russian-Vietnamese relations are developing in a 
trying political environment for both Russia and the Asia –Pacific re-
gion. For Moscow under Western sanctions the alternative Eastern direc-
tion of its policy is vital. It is an extremely essential task to give con-
crete content to the “swing to the East strategy” announced by the lead-
ership of the country several years ago. In the framework of this policy 
one can sort out several directions with one of the most important of 
them being Vietnamese.
Key words: Russia Vietnam economic cooperation

Dr. Evgeny Kobelev. The USSR/Russia – Vietnam: fragments of Histo-
ry

During 40 years  since the day when the Soviet Union recognized
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (30 January 1950) the two coun-
tries were connected by very close ties of cooperation resulted in estab-
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lishing of the “ unique phenomenon” in international relations of the 
time – “the fraternal  Soviet-Vietnamese friendship”. It was that very 
words that characterized cooperation of the two countries in the party 
and government documents, in political and research papers of the Viet-
namese and Soviet authors. The researcher gives new data on the scale 
of the two countries cooperation, especially in delivery of armaments 
and military equipment.
Key words: The USSR, Russia, Vietnam, History, Cooperation

Dr. G.Lokshin. Political cooperation of Russia and Vietnam
The author examines the problems of Russia – Vietnam strategic 

partnership, stressing that today the Russian-Vietnamese relations are a 
significant factor of peace and stability in the South-East Asia as well as 
in the Asia –Pacific. Its international importance has grown especially 
after the Declaration on strategic partnership between the Russian Fed-
eration and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam was signed in 2001. In 
June 2012 the parties decided to upgrade the status of the relations to a 
“comprehensive strategic partnership”.
Key words: Vietnam, Russia, comprehensive strategic partnership, in-
ternational security, international organizations

Dr. Anatoly Sokolov. Russian-Vietnamese cooperation in education
The paper dwells on the problems of cooperation between the 

USSR/Russia and Vietnam in education. Since 1951 to the fall of the 
USSR about 30 000 Vietnamese citizens got higher and secondary spe-
cialized education (mainly in technologies). In the last 15 years over 
20 000 Vietnamese had graduated from the institutions of higher 
knowledge. Today more than 6 000 Vietnam students study in Russia. 
Small number of Vietnamese students in Russian Instituts and Universi-
ties has several reasons, one of them being lack of security for the Viet-
namese youth in our country.  
Key words: Russia, Vietnam, education, cooperation

Dr. Elena Fomicheva. The Role of Religion in Social Life and State-
hood building in Thailand

The author dwells on the problem of the religion influence on so-
cial relations and the Thai state, considering the role of different reli-
gions with Buddhism being the most important. Its influence on a Thai 
individual, social relations and the Thai statehood could not be overes-
timated. The close connection between the sangha and bureaucracy is 
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underlined as well as attempts to use Buddhist monks in politics. The au-
thor emphasized the modernity impact on a Thai religious conscious-
ness.
Key words: Thailand, religion, Buddhism

Yevgenia Ryakhovskaya. The problem of Maori crime in New Zealand
The author describes the legal and regulatory issues in the tradi-

tional Maori communities prior to their first contacts with the Europe-
ans. She analyzes the reasons why the crime rates among the Maoris 
nowadays exceeds the crime rates among the other ethnic communities 
of New Zealand. The author concludes that the resolution of the “Maori 
crime problem” involves more targeted steps of the New Zealand gov-
ernmental and law enforcement authorities. 
Key words: Maori, crime, New Zealand.

Dr. Olga Mosolova. The Realization of Research and Development Pol-
icy in Australia

Australia demonstrates great achievements in innovation policy in 
many fields of scientific research. Encouraging scientific research is one 
of the main aspects of Australian government’s science and technology 
policy.
Key words: Australia, scientific research, innovations

A.Selesneva in her article presents a brief historical overview of viola-
tions of the Australia aborigines copyright and the reasons for legaliza-
tion of copyright and aboriginal community’s rights.

Key words: traditional culture, intellectual aboriginal property, 
copyright

Dr. Evgenia Zakaznikova. The priorities of Australian foreign policy 
and the problem of the Asia-Pacific integration

The new role in the Asia-Pacific proclaimed by Australia has 
strengthened its traditional interest to economic ties with neighboring 
Asian countries. The acute task was to fortify relations with China. Rela-
tions with the countries of Oceania were developing as well as military 
ties of Australia with the US.

As far as relations of the Russian Federation with Australia are 
concerned, before the crisis in the Ukraine they were normal. Neverthe-
less being involved by the West in its strategy of Russia isolation and 
confrontation to its foreign policy, Australia seriously damaged its rela-
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tions with Russia.
Key words: Australia, cooperation, Asia-Pacific,, Russia, sanctions

Ekaterina Astafieva. Singapore Mutiny 1915, Singapore Riot 2013: 
tragic coincidence?

This paper dwells on two tragic episodes in the history of Singa-
pore: Singapore Mutiny 1915 and Singapore Riot 2013. Although these 
events are almost 100 years apart, they have some common features and 
are undoubtedly of great interest for a researcher. 
Key words: Singapore politics, mutiny 1915, riot 2013

Dr. Natalia Skorobogatykh Australia – the USSR in the 1940s:  dy-
namics of attitudes

The article deals with the main aspects of the Soviet – Australian 
relations in the 1940s. Part 2 “The period of lost opportunities” analyses 
the process that resulted in the “cold war” policies that dominated Aus-
tralia and the USSR relations in the late 1940s.
Key words: The Commonwealth of Australia, the USSR, Great Britain, 
the USA, the United Nations, international relations, R. Menzies, J. Cur-
tin, S.M. Bruce, H.V. Evatt, W. Churchill, V. M. Molotov, A.J. Vyshinski

Julia Minina in her paper addresses the problem of changes in views on 
the traditional and European clothing in Vietnamese society between the 
18th and early 20th centuries. There was no “western” concept of fashion 
in Vietnam, while in European society the idea of being fashionable 
played an important role. Well-educated Vietnamese considered clothing 
as an integral part of the Confucian tradition. Common people’s views 
on the subject were also very conservative. The first traces of changes in 
views on the traditional clothing could be found in the socio-cultural en-
vironment of the Vietnamese Catholics. The main changes took place 
during the French colonial period (1887–1954). The European costume 
became a brand new indicator of social status, political and religious 
views.

Key words: Vietnam, concept of fashion, traditional clothing. So-
cial and cultural tradition, History of Vietnam, Catholicism in Vietnam
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