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Dr. Dmitry Mosyakov. Rapprochement of Vietnam and the US and 
the policy of China

The paper analyses the US attempts to realize the «hedge poli-
cy» formula aimed at creating a barrier against China’s expansion 
engaging the Philippines, Thailand, Myanmar and Vietnam. The au-
thor stresses that with the situation along the Asian arc of instability 
getting more tense the struggle for dominant influence in South-East 
Asia has become excessively acrimonious. It is manifested in the 
high seas where both countries increase their presence and on the 
continent where the rivals try to dominate in one Southeastern coun-
try or another.
Keywords: hedging policy, The US, China, the Philippines, Thai-
land, Myanmar, Vietnam, South-China Sea.
Dr. Ekaterina Koldunova. ASEAN at the present stage and the 
problems of regional stability

The article dwells on the controversial moments of ASEAN 
development at the present stage and the problems of regional sta-
bility. The author stresses that almost 50-years long institutional his-
tory of ASEAN makes it possible to assume that the Association has 
formed as a special type of integration unity with its unique ap-
proach to regional cooperation. ASEAN has turned into the main if 
not the only mechanism of regional stability.
Keywords: ASEAN, normative culture, security problems, resolu-
tion of conflicts, model of integration.
Dr. Yuri Raikov. Territorial problems and security in East Asia

The paper studies territorial problems in East Asia, as the more 
relevant, resonant and difficult regional problems. The leading 
states of the region such as China and Japan as well as several 
ASEAN countries are engaged in these conflicts. The problems of 
the world ocean (development of the shelf, subsoil of the seabed, 
and delimitation of the water and islands territories) play more im-
portant role in the world policy. In early 21st century the rivalry be-
tween the littoral states on the legal regime of bodies of water and 
exploitation of seabed resources has intensified. The importance of 
these issues, given that they affect the interests of virtually all states 
in the Asia-Pacific region, is constantly increasing.
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Keywords: South-China Sea, East China Sea, Spratly, Par cel and 
Senkaku islands, territorial disputes, East Asia, nine-dotted line, the 
air defense area.
Dr. Evgeny Kanaev. The interdependent Eurasia and the problems 
of the South China Sea

Until recently the success of the attempts to resolve the prob-
lems of the South China Sea had undermined the misbalance be-
tween it and instruments to maintain it in the controlled framework.
The growing global importance of the problem had not been ac-
companied by adequate new approaches to its regulation, still being 
of regional nature. The formation of a consolidated Eurasia where
the idea of growing regional interconnection will evolve could pro-
vide a chance to remove the misbalance. And the prospects of 
A , the SCO and the EAEC cooperation have the potential to 
become a means to correct the shortcomings of previous approaches
to the problem of the South China Sea and will facilitate its evolu-
tion in a peaceful non-confrontational manner.
Keywords: South China Sea, ASEAN, ASEAN+8, SCO, EAEC.
Dr. Alexey Drugov. Indonesia: Unity in Diversity in the Reform 
Era

The motto “Unity in Diversity” at the Indonesian coat of arms 
reflects the ethnos plurality, diversity of religions and cultures in 
this country. It was retained and implemented during the whole his-
tory of the independent Republic of Indonesia since 1945 by differ-
ent regimes and different methods. With the start of the reform era 
in 1998 the Indonesian government had to overcome heavy heritage 
of ethnic and confessional conflicts. The roots of these conflicts are 
not merely in religious differences but above all in disparities of so-
cial and economic development of ethnic groups and regions of the 
country.
Keywords: Indonesia, ethnic diversity, political regime, religions, 
economic disparity, army.
Dr. Nadezhda Bektimirova. Is a culture of dialogue feasible in 
Cambodia?

This article examines tangible changes in the political envi-
ronment of Cambodia, which have manifested in an increased de-
gree of competitiveness between two political parties – the ruling 
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Cambodian People’s Party and the oppositional Cambodia National 
Rescue Party. Having recognized the futility of open confrontation 
both parties have proclaimed their commitment to a new principle 
of political interaction based on the adoption of a culture of political 
dialogue. Among the constitutive elements of such a culture are a 
move away from reciprocal, frequently offensive, verbal attacks, 
openness to constructive cooperation and a search for the most mu-
tually acceptable and beneficial forms of compromise. One of the 
most significant real results of the introduction of the culture of po-
litical dialogue into Cambodia’s socio-political life was the imple-
mentation of a long-overdue, large-scale electoral reform.
Keywords: Cambodia, Cambodian People's Party, Cambodia Na-
tional Rescue Party, culture of political dialogue, electoral reform, 
interparty cooperation. 
Dr. Saengphalkhan Vathanuvong. The contribution of Laos to the 
formation of the three ASEAN Communityis

This article examines the process of the formation of the three 
pillars of the ASEAN Community in Laos. The author emphasises 
the process of economic integration and highlights real progress in 
the creation of the free trade zone between Laos and ASEAN coun-
tries as a key step in solidifying membership in the ASEAN Eco-
nomic Community. The paper also considers the wide array of 
measures taken by the Laos government to ensure smooth entry into 
the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community.
Keywords: Laos, ASEAN, ASEAN Economic Community, ASEAN 
Political-Security Community, ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community, 
economic development, reform, cooperation, integration.
Ekaterina Astafieva. Singapore: general elections of 2015.

The work dwells on the latest national parliamentary elections 
in Singapore of 11 September 2015 with the ruling Party of Peo-
ple’s Action winning a convincing victory. The author analyses the 
factors that resulted in the PPA success as well as the general ideas 
and positions of the election programs of the ruling party and sever-
al oppositional parties.
Keywords: Singapore, general parliamentary elections, PPA, 
Workers’ Party, Singapore People’s Party, Reform Party, Singapore 
Democratic Alliance, opposition.
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Anton Tsvetov. The problem of the South-China Sea in the dis-
course of relations between Vietnam and the US: dynamics and 
meaning.

The article deals with the problem of the South-China Sea, one 
of the central problems of the general system of sea security in the 
East Asia. The author underlines that in the complex interstate rela-
tions of the South-East Asian Region one of the leading pairs is Vi-
etnam-American partnership. Given the growing interest of the 
USA to the South-China Sea, one can say that the role and place of 
the territorial disputes in the US-Vietnam relations enables to simul-
taneously consider both the dynamics of bilateral relation and that 
of the regional balance of power.
Keywords: South-China Sea, security problems, South-China Sea, 
territorial disputes, the USA, Vietnam, the CPR.
Dr. Gregory Lokshin. The Philippines against China in the Haig 
tribunal

The article examines the problem of territorial disputes in the 
South-China Sea, particularly the Philippine’s lawsuit against China
in the Arbitrational Tribunal in the Haig of 22 January 2013. The 
author stresses that the lack of the normative status of the South-
China Sea leads to endless legal dispute, diplomatic conflicts and 
dangerous incidents. The debate is on three questions: the delimita-
tion of the exclusive economic zones (EEZ) and continental shelf; 
sovereignty over the islands; freedom of navigation in the EEZ and 
in the vicinity of the archipelagos.
Keywords: South-China Sea, the Philippines, China, Vietnam, ter-
ritorial disputes.
Dr. Anna Muranova. Tax Reforms in the Philippines, 1977-2015.

The author attempted to analyze tax reforms initiated by the 
Philippine government over the long period of some forty years. 
The principal objective of tax reforms was to make the tax system 
simpler, more modern and more effective and to broaden its tax 
base. The paper reveals the main landmarks and trends of the Phil-
ippine tax system’s reforming and its principal results. The paper is 
based on various tax acts and official statistics of the Philippine 
government and publications of the World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund and Asian Development Bank.
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Keywords: The Philippines, tax system, tax reforms, tax acts, direct 
and indirect taxes.
Dr. Anatoly Sokolov. A.L. Razumova: reconstruction of the biog-
raphy.

The paper attempts to reconstruct the biography of A.L. 
Nazimova (1899-1973), who for a long time had been working in 
the Comintern structures. She was a pioneer of practical study of the 
then French colony of Indochina in our country; she laid the founda-
tion for research and academic discipline of Vietnam studies in our 
country. Many of the facts introduced by the author into scientific 
circulation for the first time.
Keywords: Commenter, international communist movement, colo-
nial question, Indochina, the Communist University of the workers 
of the Orient, the Communist Party of France, Vietnam-
ese/Anamneses language.
Dr. Natalya Gozheva examines image of the «Crowned» Buddha 
in the art of Indochina, the conceptual content of which is defined 
by the canonical tenets of Buddhism with the evolution of its artistic 
expression being influenced by the local religious and aesthetic tra-
ditions. This explains the emergence of a variety of iconographic 
and stylistic interpretations of this image in the art of Theravada 
countries such as Myanmar, Cambodia, Thailand and Laos.
Keywords: «Crowned» Buddha, Buddhism, Theravada, Indochina, 
Myanmar, Cambodia, Thailand, Laos.
Dr. Maxim Sunnenberg. Different fates from the same harem: Im-
presses and power in Daiviet in 15th century.

The paper based on the materials of the Vietnamese medieval 
chronicles is concentrated on the reconstruction of the biographies 
of the three 15th century outstanding women – the two wives of the 
imperator Le Thai Tong and the spouse of the famous dignitary 
Nguen Chai. The study of their activity is important to understand 
the problem of women participation in political life and their place 
in the system of power in Vietnamese Diviet Empire in 15th centu-
ry. Nguyen Thi Anh, Ngo Thi Ngoc Dao, Nguyen Thi Lo were in-
volved in one of the most mystique events in Vietnamese history –
the death of the Emperor Le Thai Tong – which makes identifica-
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tion of their role in this case very important from the academic point 
of view.
Keywords: Women and power in Vietnam, the Emperor’s harem,
Nguyen Thi Anh, Ngo Thi Ngoc Dao, Nguyen Thi Lo, Nguyen Trai, 
Le Thai Tong.

221



–
-

–

-

-

-
-

–

-

-

-

-

–

-

-
-

–

-

222


